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EMMANUEL LE ROCH BRINGS 

BASILE BOURGNON ABOARD FOR THE 

TRANSAT JACQUES VABRE 

 

Emmanuel Le Roch, skipper of the Edenred Class40, has chosen Basile Bourgnon as co-skipper 

for the Transat Jacques Vabre from Le Havre to Salvador da Bahia, Brazil, departing this October 

27th. After fulfilling Emmanuel's dream by supporting him in the Route du Rhum 2018, the 

Edenred Group is continuing the "True Dream" adventure by offering Basile, 17, the chance to 

train for his first transatlantic race. He will follow in the wake of his father, Laurent Bourgnon, who 

won the Transat Jacques Vabre in 1997. 

 

Basile Bourgnon was given special dispensation to become the Transat Jacques 

Vabre's youngest competitor 

For Emmanuel Le Roch, the choice of Basile Bourgnon as co-skipper was an easy one. "I knew 

Laurent well and I'm still very close to his family. After talking to my partner Edenred, I initially 

put the question to Caroline, Basile's mother, who was very moved. As for Basile, he said yes 

right away! "explains the Edenred skipper. Basile will still only be 17 at the start of the Transat 

Jacques Vabre on October 27, 2019. But thanks to a special dispensation, he was officially 

named co-skipper of the Edenred Class40, having taken part in the second stage of the Défi 

Atlantique with Emmanuel Le Roch – a 1,300-mile race between Horta in the Azores and La 

Rochelle. He thus becomes the youngest participant in the 13th edition of the Transat Jacques 

Vabre. 
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"The beginning of a wonderful adventure thanks to Edenred" 

Aged just 17, but with an uncanny maturity, Basile Bourgnon is passionate about speed. Having 

grown up on the family catamaran in New Zealand, he is naturally drawn to the multihull. In 

2018, he put together and sailed a Diam 24 in the Tour de France à la Voile. And his desire for 

the open sea has grown stronger and stronger. When Emmanuel asked him to take part in the 

Transat Jacques Vabre, he thought it was a joke: "I'm 16, I'm just leaving school, and I get a call 

from Manu. I don't believe it! I don't believe it, because it's a dream. A plan that was taking 

shape in my head, but which I didn't think was within reach just yet. I was just starting to focus 

on a Mini 6.50 project,", says Basile. "Taking part in the Transat Jacques Vabre on the Class40 

Edenred is the beginning of a great adventure for me. Edenred and Emmanuel have offered 

me an incredible experience. The Class40 is a very interesting build, and in general, whatever 

shape you want to progress on, you have to be versatile. I've always loved sailing on different 

types of boats. "  

 

Wisdom and enthusiasm come together aboard the Edenred Class40  

Knowing smiles, shared desire, mutual respect: despite the 28 years between them, just a few 

minutes spent in the company of these two sailors is enough to see the strong bond they enjoy. 

"On a human level, I knew that it would work between us. Basile is cheerful, enthusiastic, and 

always positive. In sporting terms, he really impressed me during the Défi Atlantique! He's got 

great skills at the helm and he's a fine, highly independent racer. I never needed to go behind 

him to trim the sails. Competitiveness is in his blood and he never gives up – I think it runs in the 

family. I am proud of my partner Edenred, who made a really brave decision in supporting 

Basile at my side, and demonstrating once again how trust is a key value,” said Emmanuel le 

Roch, after spending five days racing with Basile. 

 

 

 

The "True Dream" adventure continues with Edenred 

While waiting for the next big event, Basile will be focused on getting his bachelor degree in 

June. After that, both sailors have set themselves an intensive training program, including a 

mandatory qualifying course of about 1,000 nautical miles. They want to arrive at the start line 

for the Transat Jacques Vabre in the best possible shape. This is Basile's first major ocean race, 
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but it will also be Emmanuel Le Roch's first Transat Jacques Vabre. It's a beautiful story to write, 

and the next step in Edenred’s "True Dream" adventure. 

 

13th edition of the TRANSAT JACQUES VABRE 
- Departure: Sunday, October 27, 2019 

- Route: Le Havre - Salvador da Bahia (Brazil) / 4,350 miles 

- Classes admitted: Class40, IMOCA 60 and Multi-50 

- Two-handed race 

 

Images available at edenred.com. 

 

THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES AT WWW.TRUEDREAM.EDENRED.COM 
 

▬▬ 

 
Edenred, the global leader in payment solutions for the working world, connects 830,000 corporate clients, 

47 million employee users and 1.7 million partner merchants across 46 countries. Thanks to its global technology 

platform, the Group managed 2.5 billion transactions in 2018, primarily carried out via mobile applications, online 

platforms and cards, and representing more than €28 billion in business volume. 

Edenred’s 8,500 staff are driven by a commitment to improving employees’ quality of life, increasing companies’ 

efficiency and boosting merchants’ revenues. They achieve this through three business lines: 

- Employee Benefits (food, meals, well-being, leisure, culture and human services) 

- Fleet & Mobility Solutions (fuel, tolls, maintenance and business travel) 

- Complementary Solutions including Corporate Payment Services (virtual payment cards, identified wire 

transfers and supplier payments), Incentives & Rewards (gift cards and platforms, and incentive programs), 

and Public Social Programs. 

Edenred is listed on the Euronext Paris stock exchange and included in the following indices: CAC Next 20, FTSE4Good, 

DJSI Europe and MSCI Europe.  

 

For more information: www.edenred.com 

 

The logos and other trademarks mentioned and featured in this press release are registered trademarks of 

Edenred S.A., its subsidiaries or third parties. They may not be used for commercial purposes without prior written 

consent from their owners. 
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